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Substance Use and Child Welfare
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Rate of Substance Use as a Risk Factor at Removal

Maine - Substance Use as a Risk Factor at Removal

National - Substance Use as a Risk Factor at Removal

In 2020, 52% of all removals in Maine had parental 

substance use as a risk factor, in 2021 the rate was 53%, 

consistent with the past several years



Child Welfare Trainings
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Foundations Training Curriculum for new caseworkers 
(USM / OCFS)

Overview of SUD/Engaging with Individuals with SUD 

(Dr. Judith Josiah-Martin) 

Drug Recognition Training 

(Maine Drug Enforcement Agency – MDEA)

Ingestions Data and Q & A 

(Northern New England Poison Center) 



Clinical Supports
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Co-located Substance Use Disorder Specialists

Case 
consultation, 
training, and 

coaching 
support

Participate 
in Family 

Team 
Meetings

Help guide 
case 

planning for 
individuals 
with SUD



Engaging Individuals with Lived Experience
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Recovery Coaches – Peer Supports

Support 
families in 
navigating 

child welfare 
involvement

Piloting in the 
Family 

Recovery 
Courts 

(Bangor, 
Augusta, 
Lewiston)

Community-
based Referrals



Complimentary Efforts 
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Reviewing Child Welfare Training and Screening Tools

• Structured Decision Making (SDM) Tools

• UNCOPE Brief Screening Tool

Expert Consultation

• National scans requested from Casey Family Programs and the Capacity Building Center

• Peer to Peer Calls with other New England states

• OCFS leadership participates in a national Child Welfare Leaders workgroup

Safe Storage

• Procuring additional safe storage lockbox/bags for distribution to district offices

• Developing a plan to provide training and distribute Narcan to child welfare staff

Family Recovery Courts

• Bangor, Augusta, Lewiston
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Collaboration with Other State Agency Partners In Prevention, 

Treatment and Recovery 

$1.9 million to 
expand treatment in 

rural areas

Increasing 
MaineCare rate for 

residential treatment 
by an average of 

37.5% since 
November of 2021

Medicaid SUD 1115 
Waiver, expanding 

services for 
MaineCare enrolled 
parents with SUD 

who are at-risk of or 
already involved 

with Child 
Protective Services

MaineMOM
program improving 
care for pregnant 
and postpartum 

Mainers with SUD 
and their infants

Improving access to 
adolescent treatment 

supports



Bobbi L. Johnson, LMSW 
bobbi.johnson@maine.gov

(207) 624-7989
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Questions

mailto:bobbi.johnson@maine.gov

